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Tampa Bay and other groups are

EATHEEN CABSLE
downtown Tampa's uptown area along the 800 and 500
windows.

CREW rejuvenating
blocks of Franklin Street where art will be placed over vacant building

Artists’ rendering: Faintings
to replace blight, prnwde vision

BY JANET LEISER
STAFF WRITER

TAMPA — For months, more than two
dozen artists have toiled with paint and
plywood, creaﬁn".g*l ml:lr; Lhnngﬂ femdauf
scenery Lo reflect what shops might one
fill Franklin Street’s vacant storefronts. ¥

“ArtLoud,” a 15 project sponsored
hy&mmd%m%mm
Bay, is expected to be unveiled Saturday to
city officials as the Gasparilla Arts Festival

| goes on nearby.

“The biggest complaint in north down-
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o
25 artists have painted scenes
from an ice cream parlor to a hat shop on
4-foot by 8-foot pieces of plywood that will
behungmnhegmund-leve]windmd
mf-ﬁme vacant buildings between Polk
Tyler streets.

Artist Terry Klaaren is painting a three-
story mural over the nd on a vacant
building next to Massey Park.

IMAGINING WHAT COULD BE

CREW, which is being assisted by the Up-
town Council, Tampa Downtown Partner-
ship and Urban Charrette, will also hang

lights and redo lan 0ing.

*“That portion of Street is emerg-
ing and starting to grow,” said Lynda Re-
mund, dimcmrnf tions for the Tampa
Downtown p. “Right now it’s kind
ofablighlednrea.'l‘hlswﬂlallmpeop]e

see what it can be. I'll add some vibrancy
to the north end.”

In 2005, the Downtown Partnership
sponsored a similar project, called "Grow-
ing Pains.” After three months, that artwork
was auctioned off, Remund said.

ArtLoud is more of a grassroots effort,
Remund said.

Kari Goetz, an Uptown Council member
and audience development manager for
the Tampa Bay Performing Arts Center,
said ArtLoud is the first step in creating a
new personality for the area.

AT EEN CABRLE
Abbey Dohring, CREW committes chair for Downlown
Rejuvenation and president and founder of Uptown
Council, stands alung Frankiin Street.
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ul,w will continue to work to

rejuvenate northern downtown, which

she defined as the area between Kennedy
Boulevard and Interstate 275.

Next on CREW's list: a park. i

Dohring said. “There's a chain link fence
aruundiLIﬂsabigeyesme.Aﬂthepmperty
owners want the ed.”

CREW members talked to Mayor Pam
lorio several months ago about reopening
the park, said. And the rhas
agreed it's a good idea. There was talk about
erecﬁnganmmumtimnfeme.

Dohring, who jokingly refers to herself as
an “uptown girl,” said CREW also intends to
rel:]r::ﬂnmm dummmasthecljpm

amazing what a women
ﬁ&m they put ﬂpmind to it,"
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